
Deep Creek Friends Meeting April, 2024

A Night Remembered

It was just a typical Wednesday night, or so I thought, when he showed up. Nearly two decades ago,
where I used to pastor in Trinity, a faithful few gathered with me at Bible Study. We had the typical chit-chat
and then began our lesson. We were not too far along that evening when a young man, who looked to be in his
late twenties, walked into the room and sat down in the back. He put his head down into his hands and it looked
like he was crying. The Bible study was shortened and I had the faithful few get into groups for prayer so I could
visit with the young man. When I got back there, he was weeping and immediately put his hand up to stop me. I
responded by assuring him if he wanted to talk, I was there, and then I sat down in the pew in front of him and
quietly began to pray.

In a few minutes he began to speak with trembling words. What gushed forth was a sad account of a life
speeding in the wrong direction. For nearly half an hour he shared a story of intense brokenness interrupted only
by deep sobs and apologies for his emotional state. I just listened. Eventually, I began to carefully slip in the
truth about God’s deep love for him and about Jesus. When it felt right, I prayed for him.

After prayer we sat in silence for a while. My Bible Study group had left, so it was just me and him in the
quiet. Then he sat back in the pew and started to talk in a different way. Not about his struggles and sins, but
about his experience with church. He said, “You know, I used to attend this church…kinda”. He began to talk
about being picked up in an old brown van and taken to VBS.  He clearly was describing the vintage GMC
Gaucho we used for years. Then he said, “You know, I don’t even believe in God, well I do, but I don’t know

what I believe. But I do know I feel better, and I am not sure why”…. then he left. He was done. I never saw
him again.

This story does not have the typical ending we all want to hear. We imagine him coming to Christ that
night, joining the church, and eventually becoming the chairman of the elders, but what that story does have is
insight. Somewhere, long ago, God used somebody to make an impact on a little boy, and that church was where
he went when his life was falling apart. It is a story I hope we can tell more and more as these short lives of ours
speed forward like a train without any brakes. Friends, as I stare down one more birthday in a few weeks, I ache
for more stories like that.

You know, I envision a church where seeds are planted and gospel stories are told. A place where there is
a mutual energy about the same vision and mission, and it is never about individual preferences but about a
common goal. I dream of a place where worship is joyful and passionate. A place where a community of Christ
followers are flourishing as they share their joys and struggles in meaningful faith and fellowship with one
another. It is a place where people celebrate their privileged role in this great mission and are serving gladly with
others. I visualize a place where everyone has a story, a gospel story, of how God is transforming their lives, and
how he could be using them as instruments of transformation to those around them. I n my mind’ s eye I  see a

place where there is a testimony in every seat, and everyone is invested in filling the empty seats around them
where another testimony is yet to be told.

I am so grateful and honored to be in a church where good things are happening, and faithful people are
serving Jesus….but there is more, so much more. Will you join with me in this Biblical vision, in this Spirit-led
dream? Will you come to explore this dream throughout the month of April? Will you come and be present
during our revival services and prayerfully dream with me in serious ways about where God is calling us to go
from here? There are stories that need to be told, and some of those stories are being written right now.

Randy
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Angie Bre

Each Sunday: Sunday School at 9:30 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM or Facebook Live

Submitted By Ginger Holt:

Special Music:

April   7 – Shore Family

April 14 – The Choir

April 21 – Robert and Beth Steelman

April 28 – The Choir

Choir Practice:
Sundays, April 7 and 21, 3:00–4:00 PM

Submitted by Sarah Hutchens

Nursery Volunteers – Worship:

April 7 – Ginger Holt

April 14 – Sarah Ray

April 21 – Cathy Shore

April 28 – Priscilla Shore

Submitted by Jay Brendle.

Greeters for the month of April:

Debbie Hutchens, Jean Hutchins
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

April 14 – Building Fund Sunday
Mark your Donation Offering

Tuesday, April 16, 7:00 PM – Quaker
Women will meet in the Fellowship Hall
Hostess: Ginger Holt
Guest Speaker: Brenda McKinney She will

talk to us about Jamaica VBS and how Friends are

helping there. All ladies are welcome to attend.

April 21 at 8:15 AM – Christian Education
Committee will meet. Jean Hutchins, Chair

Friday, April 19 and Saturday, April 20
Revival Services at 7:00 PM with special music

Also Children age 3 through 3rd Grade See pg. 5

April 21 Worship – Revival continues with
Fellowship Meal following See page 4

Tuesday, April 23 at 7:00 PM Ministry and
Counsel will meet in the Fellowship Hall

Sarah Hutchens, Clerk

NOTE CHANGE OF DATE:
April 28 – Monthly Meeting After Worship
*Each Committee please have at least one
representative present.

On Sunday, April 28 there will be a VBS
Training / Information Meeting for All
Volunteers.  We will meet in the Fellowship
Hall at 5:00 PM for a time together of fun,
fellowship, prayer and creative ideas as we
work to prepare for our VBS June 23-28.
Supper will also be provided.  We ask that all
volunteers try to be in attendance for this
meeting. See Angie Brendle for more information.

Parents /Adults:  Please Note the Following Information:

From Jean Hutchins, Chair of CE Committee

Beginning in April…

Children’s Church will be the 2nd & 4th Sundays of
the month. Children will remain in the sanctuary until
dismissed.

Children’s Revival: April 19th & 20th with Mindy &
Travis Painter

Annual Golf Tournament Fundraiser:
May 4th at Silo Run Golf Course

* See Donna Raines for Door Prize Donations
* See Jay or Jacob Brendle for Teams
* See Jean Hutchins for Sponsorships

(Sponsorship deadline - April 7th)

Graduation Sunday: May 19th. Parents need to give
Rhonda Moran 5 or 6 pictures for the slide show.

IMPACT Yadkin: June 1st - 7th
See Trevor Collins if you would like to help.

Beach Retreat: August 29th - September 2nd
If interested reserve your spot with Jean Hutchins.

NOTE: Wearing Masks is optional. Use your good Judgement.

Submitted by Jean Hutchins

Nursery - Sunday School

9:30-10:30 AM
April 7 – Donna Raines

April 14 – Cathy Shore

April 21 – Jean Hutchins

April 28 – Priscilla  Shore

Children and Youth who want to go to Quaker Lake
Camp should apply for a scholarship that is provided
through the Frank and Susan Steelman Endowment fund.
See Sydney Matthews, Trevor Collins or Janet Robbins
for an application.
Applications are due by April 15.

From Tracy Shore – Youth Food for April:

April 7 – Angie Brendle
April 14 – Cathy Shore
April 21 – Janet Robbins
April 28 – Diane Hutchens / Tracy
Shore
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from Ginger Holt, Clerk of the Meeting:
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From Randy: Join Us - Bible Study continues each week: Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM – Meal included

Spring Revival and Friend Day
April 19-21

Speaker: Steven Ackley

Steven is the Discipleship Pastor at Calvary Baptist Church in Winston-Salem.  He has led several

FCNC workshops on reaching and ministering to youth and young adults.

April 21
st

will also be Friend Day! Bring a neighbor, coworker, or someone you know that is not

involved in church to hear Steven and share a meal after the service.

Daily Schedule:

Friday 19
th

: 7:00 PM Revival service with Steven

: After Service “Coffee & Conversation”

for Youth and Young Adults with Steven in the Fellowship Hall

Saturday 20
th

: Service at 7:00 PM

Sunday 21
st

: 10:30 AM – Worship \ Friend Day service with Steven speaking

11:30 AM – Covered Dish Fellowship Meal for Friend Day

in the Fellowship Hall.

Pray
Daily

for

Other

Friends

Meetings

Ministries

and

Leadership
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Revival Music
Meet the Guest Musicians for Friday and Saturday nights – Don’t miss it!

Friday Night: Lauren Willard is a Boonville native and has been singing with the Boonville
United Methodist Church Choir since 1997 and the Phatt City Band since 2010. She loves to sing and earlier in
her life had some famous musical influences. Lauren grew up listening to a variety of music like Rock and Roll,
Southern Gospel, Blues, and Bluegrass. She enjoys singing locally and always has the hope that her performance
will spread the joy of Jesus to others.

Saturday Night: The Mitchell Family are decedents of some of the original founders of our
meeting.
Lisa Mitchell and children: JT, Bethany, Rebekah, Andrew, Lydia, Philip, Naomi attend church at Gospel Baptist
Church in Mocksville and Calvary Baptist Church in Winston Salem.

This group has beautiful harmony in their music and sing at various churches in the area for special
singings, revival services, funerals, etc.

They say that their connections to Deep Creek Friends are that Lisa’s grandparents were Zeno and Gladys

Adams. This Adams family includes seven generations of Lisa’s ancestors, who were members of the meeting,
back to William Adams and wife Susannah, who were among the original members of the Deep Creek Monthly
Meeting formed in 1793.

Friday and Saturday for the small children

April 19th and 20th
– Children’s Revival (ages 3 through 3rd Grade)

with Mindy & Travis Painter
Mindy grew up at Charity Baptist Church and Travis grew up

at Union Grove Baptist Church.  They have been married since 2015
and love spoiling their three nephews.  They have a background in
youth ministry.  Travis attended Fruitland Baptist Bible College where
he received his two year degree in Ministry.  Mindy works at Ben’s

Store and Travis is a social worker.  They joined Union Grove Baptist
Church in 2022 and enjoy helping with the youth group when they get a
chance.

They love serving the Lord together and their favorite Bible
verse is 2 Corinthians 5:7 “For we walk by faith, not by sight”

Palm Sunday: The Bells Play;  The People Sing

Easter

Morning

Outside Church

Inside

Church

Easter at Deep Creek
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Thank You to everyone who participated in the Empty Bowls fund
raising event for Yadkin Christian Ministries this year.  It was a big
success.  If you donated, volunteered or bought tickets for the take out
meal, you were a part of this important event. Approximately $41,000 was
raised to help with food insecurity on Yadkin County.

I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for Me. Matthew 25:4

May 6 – N C
Quaker Men
Spring Fling
will be held at
Deep River
Friends
Meeting
See Walter Shore for
More information.

May 18 –

United Society
of Friends

Women
Spring

Conference
will be held at
Quaker Lake
(All Women

Invited to
Attend)

Register by
May 1

Clip this
form to
register.
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Sponsorship deadline - April 7

Last spring on a Sunday afternoon, my husband and I took one or our “nowhere” drives through the country.  While he was quiet ly driving along some

back roads, I was occupied in the front passenger seat watching out the window as the scenery went by.

I noticed out of the corner of my eye that my husband was straining to look out my window.  This startled me, since his eyes should be on the road in

front of him.  I asked him what he was looking at out the windows, and he quietly replied, “Nothing.”  His eyes went back to the road in front of him.

After a few minutes, I looked over at my husband and noticed a tear running down his cheek.  I asked him what was wrong.  This time he told me.  “I

was just thinking about Pop and a story he once told me.”  Of course, because it had to do with his Pop, I wanted to know the story, so I asked him to

share Pop’s story with me.

He said, “When I was about eight years old, Pop and I were out fishing and that’s when he told me that the “Pine trees know when it is Easter.”

I had no idea what he meant by that, so I pressed him for more information.

He continued on… “The pine trees start their new growth in the weeks before Easter – if you look at the tops of the Pine trees two weeks before

Easter, you will see the yellow shoots.  As the days get closer to Easter Sunday, the tallest shoot will branch off and form pine tree crosses for Easter.  By

the time Easter Sunday comes around, you will see that most of the Pine trees will have small yellow crosses on all of the tallest pine shoots.”

I turned to look out the window and I couldn’t believe my eyes.  It was a week before Easter, and you could see all of the pine trees with the tall yellow

shoots stretching to Heaven.  The tallest ones shone in the sunlight like rows of tiny golden crosses. Contributed by Brenda Adams

Editor’s Note: I checked this out and the old scruffy pine tree that Wiley’s Dad years before said we should cut down was covered with little crosses.

And I, when I am lifted from the earth, will

draw all people to myself. John 12:32

I shared this article April, 2012 and by request from

Janet Robbins, I share it again.  She says that since

then she looks for the little crosses every year.  We

suggest that you try it also.  It almost seems they

speak to you. Shelby

PINETREECROSSES



8

YoungAdults : Lock - In Experience Revival – Friday Night Event for Young Adults & Youth

and a Low Country Boil Event for Easter

One of the Core
Values of Deep Creek

Friends Meeting:
DISCIPLESHIP

Together we become

Christ-like servants by

continuing to develop our

personal relationship with

Jesus Christ as Savior

and Lord, and by

knowledge of scripture.

Pose for

picture;

Go for a

Shopping

Trip
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Sydney Matthews:
(336) 469-3476 or
syd.matthews22@gmail.com

If you would like to volunteer to work with Vacation Bible School, please let Sydney know!
Note: On Sunday, April 28 at 5:00 PM there will be a VBS Training / Information Meeting (See Page 2)

CHILDREN From Sydney

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Children’s Church:

Will be on 2nd and 4th Sundays
starting in April.
Dates:
April 14
April 28

Friends of Jesus Dates:
April 7 @ 4pm
April 21 @ 4pm

VBS is June 23-28th!
Invite your friends!

In the month of March:
We were able to learn about Jesus’  life here on earth.  We learned about His

ministry and how He wants us to live.  We also celebrated His Death and
Resurrection with many events over the Easter weekend.

A Note from Sydney:

A big Thank You to all

who helped with the Easter Egg

Hunt!  It could not have

happened without you.

Thank you to all the members

who took time out of their day to

help this go smoothly.

Lots of

Eggs &

What’s in

them?

Craft Fun
Bunny goes to Egg Hunt
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With this Easter let’s remember that we do live

in a world where Jesus is alive and active.

Let the resurrection of Christ have a daily

impact on the way that we live.

Matthew 28:5-8 NRSV

“But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid.  I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  He is

not here; for he has been raised, as he said.  Come, see the place where he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples.
‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.  This is my

message for you.”  So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.”

Youth Meetings:  April 7, 14, 21, 28 (Each Sunday)

DOGS Meetings:  April 7, 21 (Every other Sunday)

May 19: Graduation Sunday
June 1 – 7:  IMPACT Yadkin See Trevor for more information
June 23 – 28: Vacation Bible School

YOUTH & JUNIOR YOUTH

Rules to Live By: The Queries from the Faith

and Practice of Friends Church of NC

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Are you sensitive and obedient to the leading
of the Holy Spirit?

Fill the Eggs

Empty

the

Eggs

Hunt the

Eggs
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The Easter Story at the Egg Hunt

Walter’s

Fun

Time

1. Have you ever done

something wrong?

(Raise your hand.)

2. Put a fold in your red paper

square for each wrong thing

or “mistake” you have done.

If it’s a lot of things, crumple

your paper. for your sins.

3. Our wrong actions are sins.

Jesus died for our sins.

Take your crumpled paper

(sins) to the cross.

4. Leave them at the foot of

the cross.

On Easter the tomb was empty – Jesus

was risen and our sins forgiven.

1.

2.

3.
4.
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REMEMBER TO PRAY – Prayer changes things!
The following information is included by request. Be specific when you pray and send notes.

This color indicates an addition or change from last month.
Among those requesting prayer:

Pray for special needs of members, friends and relatives and celebrate God’s care.
Contact the editor for information
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2324 Shore Rd.
Yadkinville, NC  27055

Return Service Requested

Deep Creek Friends Meeting

Do you have a friend or relative that would enjoy
The Encourager?  Send address (PO or e-mail).

• Send suggestions, news, information, announcements or
materials that you would like included in

The Encourager.
• Please send any change of address.
• Are you receiving The Encourager in error or you no

longer wish to receive it?  If so, let us know.
Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue.
Next issue – April, 2024
Deadline for news – March 31

Send Information and Materials to:
e-mail: wshore@yadtel.net
Mailing address: 2324 Shore Rd, Yadkinville, NC  27055
Phone:  336 679 8466

Shelby Shore
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The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with
you, and I will give you rest.” Exodus 33:14


